THE FEW WHO SAVED THE MANY
itself. That would be a complete misconception of
the position. It is by men born and bred in this island
that the great bulk of the fighting in the air has in
fact been done. With the exception of Garland all
the airmen awarded the V.C. have been natives of
Great Britain. T. Gray was a Wiltshire man, R. A. B.
Learoyd was born at Folkestone in 1913, John
Hannah at Paisley in 1922, J. B. Nicolson at Hamp-
stead in 1917. The first member of the Air Force to
receive a 'field award5 of the Distinguished Service
Order, H. M. Stephen, of No. 74 Squadron, is a
native of Scotland, Ballater, Aberdeenshire, being
his birthplace.
The British Aces -
Scrutiny of the list of British 'Aces' shows how
unfounded is the idea that the defence of Britain has
not been shared in fully by its sons. Only a few were
born abroad. A. C. Deere and B. J. G. Garbury, for
instance, were born in New Zealand, M. Brown in
Canada, and the late S. D. P. Connors and L. R.
Clisby in India and Australia respectively. J. H.
Lacey, G. Allard, G. C. Unwin, J. C. Dundas,
R. F. Hamlyn and J. C. Freeborn are Yorkshire-
men. M. N. Crossley was born in Warwickshire,
A. McDowall in Wigtown, R. R. S. Tuck at Catford,
H. J. L. Hallowes in Lambeth, D. R. S. Bader in
Marylebone, J. W. Villa in South Kensington, F,
Carey in Brixton, R. F. T. Doe in Reigate, C. F.
Courant at Luton, J. H. Mungo-Park at Wallasey.
E. S. Lock's home is at Shrewsbury, R. F. Boyd's at
Kilbride in Scotland, E. M. Mason's at Blackpool.